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St Helen’s Church 
www.sthelensalvs.co.uk 
Rev David Moss 415190 


Licensed Lay Ministers:- 
Tracey Black 417660 


Tracey.lynne.black@hotmail.co.uk 


Judith Heybyrne 616725 


Church Wardens:- 
Harry Griffiths 612140 
Elaine Lee 419322 


Children’s activities - 
contact Tracey 


Alveston Methodist Church 
Rev Simon Edwards 418176 


Contact Steward 
Christine Dugdale 413097 


Stewards 
Peter Jones 412912 
Doreen Stears 850453 


Views expressed by contributors are not 
necessarily those of the Helmet editors 
or commiCee. 
With thanks to Ken Payne for the 
front cover 


We welcome articles and 
news of interest from 
individuals and groups within 
the Parish of Alveston. 
Please send articles, 


digitally when possible, 
to alvestonmag@gmail.com 


Or deliver to the post box at 
1 Beech Close, Alveston. 
BS35 3NH, marked ‘for 
Helmet. 


EDITORS:- 


Diane Barnard (01454 
885793) 


Elaine Lee (01454 419322) 


Contact Elaine if you are 
interested in advertising 


(elainelee46@virginmedia. 
com) 


Advertising Rates 


Size Per Issue Per Year - 


Full page £48.75 £438.75 
Half Page £28.75 £254.25 
Quarterpg £16.45 £148.00 
Eighth pg 21095 £98.55 


Payment must be received in 
advance, cheques payable to 
‘Helmet’. Please ask about Bank 
transfer 


Advertisements are accepted on the 
understanding that goods and 
services are as described. Every 

_ _effort.is made to ensure that 
information is correct and reliable, 
Helmet magazine accepts no 
responsibility nor gives any 
guarantee in case of any dispute or 
claim as to quality, condition or 
delivery of product or service. 


We advise that you check prices 
when ordering 


EDITOR’S JOTTINGS 


Interestingly, without any collaboration, on the day before | 
received the Methodist Church News | was looking at a Bristol 
Post article with the most common surnames in the City of Bristol 
- These are the top ten:- Smith - 4,020; Jones - 3,499; Williams - 
3,409; Thomas - 2,104; Brown - 2,009; Taylor - 1,922; Davies - 
1,835; Lewis - 1,654; Evans - 1,492; Davis - 1,419 - I’m surprised 
not to hear more Welsh being spoken! 


As well as celebrating Helmet’s birthday we haven't forgotten 
Easter & the usual group reports & promotions’. Except that --- 


This has been a difficult few days for everyone, including your 
editors, because lots of the events we originally entered into our 
diary and advertisements have been cancelled. We have left going 
to print until the last minute but have eventually decided that we will 
not know what the future guidance and situation will be - so if there 
is any doubt you will need to contact some of the organisers of 
events and activities. We started short of space but then content 
kept shrinking. We are making every effort to distribute this 
magazine in the normal way but will probably take a break from the 
print edition for May. Stay safe and catch up on those jobs where 
the children let you. Diane Barnard 


& LETTER FROM OUR METHODIST MINISTER 


Dear Friends, 


| have a plant in the kitchen of my house, | don’t know what it is, but I’ve 
had it for about ten years and | am very fond of it. | always think it is a 
miracle that | still have it since my history with plants is not spectacular 
— | forget to water them and leave them in the dark, but this one plant 
refuses to give up. Sometimes leaves drop off it (occasionally a whole 
branch) but it won’t give up, and time after time new life springs out from 
the trunk. That new life doesn’t always come as | expect it, it comes in 
different ways, in different places, and in different shapes — but new life 
comes! That plant has been on my mind in the last few days 


Digger & Driverk 
99 Available . 


Outdoor Services 


All types of Jewellery Costume 
tid ow news, broken oF in good repad! 
PRICES PAID for GOLD & SILVER ~ pera Digging & Clearing 
Turfing & Fencing etc 
Tel: 01454 417 372 
Mobile : 07866 407 683 


GLEBE BHOUSE 


Care Home, Lower Almondsbury 
Our comsnann aan it to prcwide a Aienliy and hereby enwaronmenn whack conmiberees, full 
bpp ler prin piyicel aad eh ried ogee oo iit the wkieR Ege ol perinnd 
ADETESOS, wee aed eepeCNONs. 


Tht career ioe of ier Wait LO deer Che gnitp, enbvidkedey indepen diecs and 
pewacy of oll oer pees. |t pour home, chosen bo previde the hop aia cuppa je 
nore roped) ny ep. Gute en lores] pe Let poy etl be abie Go emery lel ane] ape pose 
ae i ely ot pie Vile Geo vemodinie pour iret ond lei Meng che hore 


For further information please contact Jane Hand on 01454616006 
Vitit our wetune-www diet nic aretnmes inl 


SOME OTHER LOK AL 
OPPORTUNITIES FOR WORSHIP 
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| write this as all of our lives have changed in ways which were 
unimaginable just a few weeks ago. We are right to think carefully about 
what we do. How can we continue to care for one another? How will we 
maintain family relationships? And | have no doubt that we have many, 
many more questions. As | have asked all of these questions of myself, 
| began to understand how my plant feels with leaves falling way, with 
branches dropping off, and feeling the water in my roots drying up! 
Then | saw a new shoot on that plant, round the back where | have 
never noticed or expected, life was breaking through! This is where we 
are. The next few weeks and months will be strange, confusing, and 
difficult but in it all we must trust that God is present and at work! 


We hope that Alveston Methodist Church will be open every Sunday 
from 1030am until 1130am, not for worship or a social activity; but to 
simply spend some time in prayer. Along with praying for one another, 
we must look after each other in whatever way we can. Write letters, 
send e-mails, Skype or FaceTime friends and family, 


John Wesley, founder of Methodism, wrote these words in a sermon: 


‘Though ... we cannot exactly tell the manner how it shall be done 
.. this ought not in the least to weaken our belief of this important 

article of our faith. It is enough, that He to whom all things are 
possible hath passed his word that he will raise us again’ 


Central to faith is the belief in God who can restore us, who can renew 
us, who can raise us, and that time will come. The green shoots of 
renewal will come again. Until that moment we wait and watch. | leave 
you with a prayer that you may like to use: 


God of all hope we call on you today. 

We pray for those who are living in fear: 

Fear of illness, fear for loved ones, fear of others reactions to them. 
May your Spirit give us a sense of calmness and peace. 


We pray for your church in this time of uncertainty. 

For those people who are worried about attending worship. 

For those needing to make decisions in order to care for other 
For those who will feel more isolated by not being able to attend. 
Grant us your wisdom. 


Holy God, we remember that you have promised that 
Nothing will separate us from your love — 
demonstrated to us in Jesus Christ. 

Help us turn our eyes, hearts and minds to you. 

With every blessing, Simon 


CWG DESIGN & BUILD LTD 


-A comprehensive building service from design to completion - 


Local reputable building contractors with over 30 years’ experience 
- references available upon request 


New builds with NHBC warranty, extensions, loft conversions, 
annexes, renovations and lots more 


Tel: 07980 858249, 01454 501104, tidal cwedesignandbuild@gmail.com 
T1- E-M. TILAIAR™T. 
TRONTEINE MARINE ARIS 
Mighty Mites (under 10's) : Fridays 4.30- 5.15pm 9: SP" 
Juniors (ages 10 - 13): Mondays 7.15- 8.15pm 24 ow, 
Adults / over 13's : Mondays 6.15 - 9.45pm 8 ee 


ALVESTON YOUTH CENTRE Tet: O7774 mie 


LOCAL HALLS 
AVAILABLE TO BOOK 


ALVESTON YOUTH 
CENTRE - 


Shirley Whyte 416793 
JUBILEE HALL - 


Carolyn Melford 07979 
307753 


METHODIST CHURCH 
HALL - 


DAYTIME AVAILABILITY 


Valerie Keates 413810 
ST HELEN’S CHURCH - 
Elaine Lee 419322 
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DOMESTIC APPLIANCE 
REPAIR SPECIALIST 


AFFORDABLE REPAIR TO YOUR 
WASHING MACHINE, TUMBLE BAYER 
DIHWAIHER, FRIDGE, FREELER, 
COOKER, HOB OR HOOD 
Tel: OF854 850 599 
Mee: OPS? 441 339 


Wwe. d-cndomeartinapplinnces,. co.uk 


fio Call-Out Charge 


MORE WOO 


NOTICE OF ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 


ON MONDAY 27TH APRIL 2020 
AT 7.30 IN THE JUBILEE HALL 


THIS IS THE ANNUAL MEETIN 
PEOPLE OFA 5 


THE PARISH COUNCIL. 
COME AND HAVE YOUR SAY! 


In attendance, the Parish Councillors, your 
local South Gloucestershire Councillors, 
representatives of the Jubilee Hall, the Youth 
Club, Alveston Charities, St Helen’s School, 
the Police and many local residents. 


JOIN IN THE DISCUSSION 


THORNBURY'S first FITNESS 
FESTIVAL 
WAS TO BE HELD 
Fri 22"4 — Sun 24" May 2020 - 
Armstrong Hall Complex 
But has been postponed 
unEl January 2021 
For more informaF on please 
contact Natasha Johnson 
on 0781006872 or by email: 
natashaleschinski@gmail.com 


St Helen’s Church Services — April 2020 

5" April 8am Holy Communion 
(Palm Sunday) 10.30am AIL Aeosa1——**——— union 
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. Just a few hours ago (1 7.03.2020) 


the C of E announced the lon and 


i e 
cancellation of all services... but w 


don’t know how long for. i 


St Helen’s will be open each 


day morning from 9- » 
pera from 10:30-11 :30, with 
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someone you can talk and pray 
with. 

St Helen’s also plans to hosta 
‘community resources 

noticeboard. 

Contact details if you need the 


vicar or a licensed lay ieallilaa 
are on the inside front COV 


A quote from ‘Say Yes to Life’ by Ruth Valerio that 
some of us have been studying for Lent: 


Easter is God’s seal that the last word on creaturely 
life will be peace and praise, and the joy of that hope 
is already seeping into the present. 


Amy PlanFnga Pauw 


GOOD FRIDAY 10TH APRIL- POSSIBLY - 10am Messy 
Church Easter Workshop All children welcome, must be 
accompanied by an Adult. 


7 9 


ST HELEN’S CHURCH NEWS 


We are almost half way through Lent and hope and you will note 
our Easter Services. A very warm welcome awaits you at any of 
our services and at any of our churches. 


Our annual Easter Tea for older members of our 
community will unfortunately no longer be held this year 
due to concerns about Covid-19. 


222 Sunday 26" April is the date fixed for the Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting. It will take place after the 10.30am service at 
approximately 11.30am. Anyone is welcome to attend. Please 
feel free to come along and see what has been happening and 
what will happen at St Helen’s in the coming year. 


2? CATS APRIL MEETINGS - We are delighted to welcome 
CATS (a subgroup of Sustainable Thornbury) into our Community 
Space for their next meeting on 20" April at 7.30pm. The Group 
are currently putting on a monthly educational meeting open to the 
public (up to £1.00 donation for room hire) on climate and 
sustainability issues. See page 39 


Professional Carpet & 
Upholstery Cleaning Service 
We also clean Leather Suites 
and Oriental Rugs 


For a FREE quotation or if you 


have an enquiry Contact Jim on: 


Telephone: 01454 615349 
Mob: 07836 377697 
Email: bcleancarpets@gmail.com 
www.bcleancarpets.co.uk 


il lwo" 


Curtains and Blinds 


* Choose in the comfort of your own home 
* Complete service from free measure 
and quote to full fitting 
* Large selection of fabric samples 
¢ Full range of blinds 
* Tracks and Poles 


Grant Bartrop 


t: 01453 521751 
m: 07799 822691 


e: info@athomecurtainsandblinds.co.uk 
w: www.athomecurtainsandblinds.co.uk 


A local service with 25 years experience 


————— 


Thornbury Motors @Z2p 


Servicing and repairs on all makes 


MOTs | Tyres | Batteries | Exhausts 


thornburymotors.co.uk 


Thornbury 


Bristol 


01454 412535 
GrovesendRoad (Q) 


CALOR 


8535 2EF 
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ALVESTON METHODIST CHURCH NEWS 


There are some _ interesting 
surnames among the residents of 
Alveston. Some of them go back to 
the 17" century and further. You 
probably know of neighbours by the 
name of Clutterbuck (emerged from 
Flanders, an important — trading 
partner of Britain. Many settled in 
Gloucestershire.) Another familiar 
name is Wannacott which is 
probably Cornish and Devonian. 
Vizard is a well-known name locally. 
It goes back to Norman times. In 
1891 there were 89 Vizard families 
living in Gloucestershire. We also 
have many Taylors and Kings, many 
connected to local farms. A walk 
around St Helen’s Churchyard will 
reveal many names that bring back 
memories, Biddall, Champion, 
Savoury, White, Curtis and many 
more. All these families have in 
some way influenced and 
contributed to the community. 

A very well-known name in our 
church was John Dyer. (Medieval 
cloth dyer). John was a teacher at 
Marlwood and we have a lot to thank 
his family for over the last 50 years. 
If you have read your Helmet for 
March you will have seen his 
editorial for Helmet 1972. 

There are other names that have 
passed through our church doors, 
some unknown, old friends and new. 
In the Bible we learn that our names 
are written on the palm of His hand. 
How comforting is that, to know that 
God knows us all by name. 

It seems that the more we 
investigate our local history, we find 
the names of people who have been 
willing to get involved with this 
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community, to lead committees, to 
support the churches, to build up 
clubs and groups. Each of these 
groups becomes a support group for 
its members; friendships are made 
and life is the better for it. As 
Archbishop of Canterbury, William 
Temple, once said, ‘The Church is 
the only society that exists for the 
benefit of those who are not its 
members.’ This is indeed something 
to think about, especially today when 
we are looking for ways to benefit 
our community by _ innovative 
outreach ideas. 


Lent Over the Lent period, mostly 
during March, Alveston Methodist 
Church has been giving things away. 
Did you notice? It could have been a 
gesture of friendship, support or 
appreciation, a note of thanks, a 
random act of kindness, even a 
smile. Or it could have been an item 
or treat left on your doorstep. The 
Give-Away Saturday or Sunday 
possibly in April where you were 
invited to take something from the 
table on the Parade or outside 
Church, something nice like cake, 
books, toys or plants, has now been 
postponed. 


Why are we doing this? Because 
Lent is not just about giving up your 
favourite things but doing something 
positive for other people. And 
because ‘God loves giving and gives 
lovingly’ so we should try to do the 
same. 


Thornbury Shari & Warranty » we & We have also been trying to keep an eye on our older 

Stairlifts oe ae neighbours and help them out where possible. The phone 

Ne ¥: > i. q lines and communication services on-line will be buzzing 

in Alveston over the next few months, as everybody does 
what they can to make life comfortable and interesting. 


" Independant Stairkgft Spectaliet =o 
01454 413748 07833 318722 Our minister: Rev Simon Edwards: 01454 418176; 
wwe thornburystairtitts.couke email: simon.edwards@methodist.org.uk 


J. PAYNE 


CARPENTRY SERVICES ane * : P 
Fiting of internal & External Doors e worship services and meetings are 


Vibes of Security Locks Locks cancelled until further notice. 


=. Flooring We hope that Alveston Methodist Church will be 


Tel — 412 790 open every Sunday from 1030am until 1130am, 
Mobile ; O77 888 377 78 not for worship or a social activity; but to simply 
spend some time in prayer. 


you *e PE '* r 7, Check notices on the church door and entries in 
alin Aen our Facebook page — 
G Ey aa hi LAY ‘Alveston Methodist Church’ 


COMPUTING FOR WERE’ WORTALS 


01454 616365 || 01454 414 002 SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT BUSINESSES 


«Home visits  » Home Wireless Mobile : Lots of them advertise in the Helmet 


“Computer Repair & Broadband 077 68 758 208 There’s not much you can’t buy at The Parade, on 
«Phone & Tablet = Smart Home Tech Taxis and Down Road and at local farm gates. 


setup + Complete Mac support 16 Seat Minibus There should be less risk of infection and silly 
scrummages. 


WWW. yourpcguru.co.uk ‘‘sclueseme, 


Technology Advice & Repairs| ‘\, Thernibery ©5235 1LW 
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c. HOME VISITING PRACTICE 
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Pielppn Fverevt ware ayer 


lroning service 
Drop off & collect. Or we can collect 


from hee home/workplace & return 
at a time convenient to you 


Tel 07986 431682 


Email press4u@live.com 1g 
www.press4u.couk (4) < 


i = 


TiGiierétal Siok 
For a FREE No Obligation 0 


ROOFING and HOUSE MAINTENANCE 
UPVC Soffit : Fasca & Guttering 
Re-Roofing & Repairs - Chimney Repairs 
Extemal Painting « Registered with age 
House - Garden & Garage Clearance undertaken 


Se eee 
@ Galicia Lee Gitiitio } «© Prop: DR. Vizard & Ml, Vizard + Tel : 04454 416 948 


Pews for hire 

As the many groups who hire the Methodist Church at Greenhill 
know, the chairs are movable and have relatively soft seats which 
are free to use, although there may be a retiring collection or an 
offertory taken. This was not always the case. The old chapel 
originally had pews for which rents were charged. The chapel may 
well have been one of the main centres of social as well as spiritual 
life in the village, but it did not offer comfortable and soft seated 
moveable chairs and pew rents only ceased in 1888. 


If you have any photographs or memories of older or present 
buildings at Greenhill which you are happy to share, please let 
Christine Dugdale (01454 41309) know and help us to celebrate the 
50" anniversary in 2021. 
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THORNBURY AND DISTRICT US& 


We have nearly 1,800 members and around 90 different interest 
groups meeting at various venues throughout the area but there is 
always room for more! The groups mainly meet during the day and 
interests range from Archaeology to Walking, with all subjects in- 
between. Some meet weekly, other less often and they include 
physical activities, crafts, board and card games, organised visits to 
gardens and churches, concerts and theatre as well as purely 
“educational” topics. Details of all our groups, including Group 
Leader contact details, venue and times of meeting, can be found 
on our website — www.thornburyu3a.org.uk. 


For further information visit our website or phone our Membership 
Secretary, Jackie Gitsham on 858438 or our Chairman, Norman 
Taylor on 418396. 
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Providing Legal and business 
support for private clients 
Protecting poor ascets and businesses 


ood poser husierns 


Hutchinson Legal 


BALL OCTET EE 


“Whether you require a Will, 
Power Of Attorney or even some 
asset protection advice . . . 

we are here to help 

you and provide the 

best solution . . .’ 


Specialists In: 

Will Writing 

Estate Administration 
# Asset Protection 


Evening and weekend appointments 
are available on 
request at NO additional cost 


| K | | 
Hereat LisaCostawe know that family matters. Market your property 


with usand we'll treat you asone of our own; we promiseto concentrate 
on eventhe little thingsthat makeabig difference to your move. 


Sharein our successof selling homes 


RESIDENTIAL SALES & LETTINGS 
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ison WOMEN'S INSTITUTE 


February 2020 
é t, illustrator, florist and teach 
Lorna Page 


Despite the effects of storm Ciara our February meeting was well 
attended, and it was good to welcome more visitors and new members. 


We were entranced by the artist, illustrator, florist and teacher, Lorna 
Page, who described her creative life. It was a delight to hear her 
express how fortunate she feels to live on her Shepperdine farm and to 
be able to draw on the countryside for her art work. 

For years Lorna ran a Florists shop and somehow she still manages to 
find time for her wedding floristry work. This has led to the additional skill 
of creating her children’s’ book, “Flora the Florist”, together with the local 
film writer Bob Baker (BAFTA winner) and who is perhaps best known as 
a co-author of some of the Wallace and Gromit films. She is currently 
seeking publication of her second book, which is a timely story of 
personal identity. “Odd” is a gender neutral sock and she shared with us 
her process of writing and illustration. The children of Oldbury school are 
fortunate to have her working there. 

Lorna refers to her early art work as “folk art” and she has produced a 
number of paintings of local villages, inserting their key features into her 
attractive and recognisable designs. Now she has also developed a 
looser style which shows her love of creatures and flowers as country art. 
She wants to see her soul in her work and had plenty of messages for us 
about just being ourselves and evaluating our priorities in life. She 
chooses to face her set backs and challenges and celebrates the gift she 
has by working hard. 

Lorna’s most recent enterprise is the classes she is running at 
Turnberries. | would expect her cheerful disposition and her clear 
explanation of the techniques she uses will result in an excellent response 
from her students. | personally recommend a visit to her studio on the 
next Severn Art Trail. 


Among the items on our agenda, we learned that our skittles team is now 
through to the third round of our Federation competition, and we are 
encouraged to use the new suggestions box which has appeared on our 
President's table. 


ALVESTON W | NEXT MEETING ic ag 


13- ‘Natur 


. With Jetta 


BlurMeritnal. Visitors are welcome 


THE EASTER EGG TRADITION 


Eggs have been associated with Easter since the early days of 
the church. Christian customs are to some extent adaptations of 
ancient pagan practices related to spring rites. The egg has long 
been a symbol of ‘fertility’, 'rebirth' and ‘the beginning’. 


The Victorians had cardboard, 'plush' and satin covered eggs 
filled with Easter gifts and chocolates. Chocolate Easter eggs 
were first made in Europe in the early 19th century, with France 
and Germany taking the lead. Some early eggs were solid, as the 
technique for mass-producing moulded chocolate had not been 
devised. By 893 there were 19 different lines on the Cadbury 
Brothers Easter list in the UK. 


In many countries decorated eggs are given as gifts, and egg 


hunts have become a big thing, but the Bible Society found that 
43% of eight to fifteen year olds indicated they had never read, 
seen or heard the story of the Crucifixion of Jesus. 


With the rise of Christianity in Western Europe, the church 
adapted many pagan customs and the egg, as a symbol of new 
life, came to represent the Resurrection. Some Christians 
regarded the egg as a symbol for the stone being rolled from the 
sepulchre. 
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A Successful Event 


Despite everything that storm Dennis could throw at us on Saturday the 
15'" Feb the Alveston Repair Café held their second event with an 
increased number of visitors and an increase in the number of items 
repaired. “People were coming in out of the rain at such a rate that it 
almost overwhelmed us” said Peter Waller. Fortunately, with 17 
volunteers repairing things, an efficient admin team, and of course a 
refreshments team distributing coffee, tea and a mountain of cake we 
were able to do justice to the numbers. 


Out of 75 things to be repaired: 39 were repaired or advice was given 
leading to a repar, 15 were taken away by volunteers to be repaired at 
home. Most importantly everyone seemed to be enjoying the event. 


The Repair Café had a number of new recruits this time, including Sue 
whose skills are in ceramic repair. She tackled about 7 items ranging 
from jars and jugs to figurines. Also, there is an expanded team with 
electrical and electronic skills. The bicycle team were offering a “Bicycle 
Health Check”. With the generous support and a gift of spare parts from 
Pete’s Cycles of Thornbury the bicycle section and its “Health Check” 
service is set to be a major part of future Alveston Repair Café events. 


Shirley told us “One lady asked if | could repair the stitching on the 
handle of her navy blue leather handbag. She'd had it over 20 years. 
She liked it so much, it held a lot of memories for her and so she didn't 
want to replace it. Leather repairs are not really my thing, but | said I'd 
give it a go. My hand repair seemed to do the job and she went away 
one very pleased but special lady.” 


Jack brought us a flat screen TV which seemed to be completely dead. 
Steve plugged it in and after some tinkering it just started working. A 
Miracle? — Well we were in a church! 


A hundred year old child’s rocking chair is still being worked on. It was 
used by the owner’s grandmother as a child. She had been given it by 
an old woman (family friend) who had used it as a child. We are 
replacing one of the rockers which has snapped off. 


While working on a blender, two of us spent half an hour trying to undo 
a nut. We were very frustrated and had tried everything when | 
wondered if it was a left hand thread! It was! The job was done in 30 
seconds. You live and learn! 
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Alveston Repair Cafés are booked for 12‘ September and the 14" Nov 
at St Helen’s Church Alveston between 10am and ipm. 


2"? May is CANCELLED 


i 


15th Feb 2020 


MEE ALVESTON 
Se REPAIR CAFE 
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BOM 


The homeof fair price funerals 
KPA RVBOIA FS-—_ 


A direct cremation from £1360* 


A simple funeral servicefrom £2260* 


Bespokefuneral servicesfor burial or cremation 
Religious, spiritual or humanist funeral services 


Fully guaranteed pre-paid funeral plans 


177 Crow Lane, Henbury, Bristol, BS107DR 
Telephone: 0117 950 8066 
Website: www.bcm-funerals.co.uk 
Email: admin@bcm-funerals.co.ul 


BanneFreshClean 


Carpet& Upholstery CleaningSpecialists 


Professionalcarpet, upholstery 
andleathercleaningcarried out 
with care by anall-femaleteam 


MEMBER 2854 


pats and Upholstery 


| Forafree no obligation quotationcall Karenon 
2% 01454436001 or 07774908410 


7s 


www.bonnefreshclean.co.uk 
44 TownsendLane,Almondsbury, Bristol, BS324EQ 


Gel polish £25 (hands or feet) 
Both hands and feet for £45. 
UPS 2H TS 


OD) Poca) Mets Here Panera 
Dee Meakin p60 Avesta bE 


i | or i ie | 
Thombury based taxi 
1-6 people any short or long 
joumeys 


We also have: 
11 passenger minibus 
16 passenger mini coach 


All airports covered 
Any times pre-booked 


01454 852 718 
07980 417 559 


YOUR LOCAL CHARITY 
SHOP 
MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS 
PEOPLES HELP 


NEED YOUR SUPPORT 


WITH DONATIONS OF CLOTHES SHOES BAGS 
BOOKS BRIC, A BRAC JEWELLRY MOBILTY ITEMS 
SCOOTERS WHEELCHAIRS ROLLATORS ELECTRIC 

ITEMS 


13 ST MARY STREET THORNBURY 
01454 418144/07931579987 
OUR CHARITY HELP PEOPLE WITH MS 
IN THE HOME AND GARDEN FREE OF 
CHARGE 
WE COLLECT ROGER & CHRIS. 


DATES FOR YOUR DIARY LAY DIARY 2020 


The following groups and organisaE ons meet regularly : 


St Helen’s Pre-school Little Stars at St Helen’s School: Mon-Fri 8:50-15:30 Fri 1 13:00 Thornbury Carers Support Group.(Sian 07875 400 301) Chantry 
Toddler Group, Alveston Methodist Church Hall: Mondays 9:45-11:45 (term time) Mon 4 19:00 Alveston Parish Council - Planning Committee Bush Room JH 
Orthopaedic Pilates, CTK: Mondays 9:30am from 6" April (07977632003) Mon 4 19:30 Alveston Gardens Assoc -Villa Gardens of Italian Lakes JH 
Fitness Pilates, Alveston Youth Centre: Tuesdays 11:00 Tue 5 10:30 Thornbury Macular and Low Vision Support Group TMH 
Thornbury & S Glos Amateur Radio Club, The Chantry: Wed 7:30pm (413 177) Tue -§ 19-40 Norhavon Dolls House Club = 504 904 for details MH 
Sate Club, ete peered dare ae i , Wed 6 10:30 Charity Coffee Morning - Cancer research UK MH 
umba Fitness, elen’s School: Thursdays 6-6: m and 8:05-9pm ; 
Fitness Pilates, St Helen’s School: oa 7-7:55 ett : ne ee eter ata ant sh 
Thornbury Chamber Players: MC: fortnightly Thurs 7:45-9:45 pm Sah. UG ee eee age ae 
Sharon Phillips School of Dancing, St Helen’s School: Mondays; Jubilee Hall: Mon 10> TO 00 alvestan:Panen Sounell Fl nning mints 
Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs, Sat; Alveston Youth Centre: Fri and Sat. Mon 18 19:30 Alveston Parish Council - Parish Council Meeting JH 
Play and Praise, Alveston Methodist Church Hall: 1st and 3rd Fridays 2:15-3:15 Tues 19 19:30 Alveston Singers TBA 
Breakfast Club, Alveston Methodist Church Hall: 1* and 3 Sundays 10:00 Wed 27 19:30 Alveston Local History Society - Gloucester Cathedral’s Royal 
Connections - Richard Cann MC 
APRIL DIARY 2020 Please pass on your annual AH Armstrong Hall 
programmes and details of future CH Cossham Hall 
events (deadline 1° of the month) CTK — Christ the King Social Club 
. : : . to Tony Houghton, 2 Beanhill JH Jubilee Hall 
Wed 1 10:30 Charity Coffee morning - Friends of Thornbury Hospital MH Crescent, BS35 3JG. They can be Me eee rele eee ee 
Thurs 2 14:30 St Peter's Hospice SG Spring Flower demo, tkts Town hall TMH accepted by email to TMH _ Thornbury Methodist Church Hall 
Fri | 3 13:00 Thornbury Carers Support Group.(Sian 07875 400 301) Chantry Diaryhelmet@btinternet.com 
Mon 6 19:00 Alveston Parish Council - Planning Committee Bush Room JH 
Mon_ 6 19:30 Alveston Gardens Assoc - Out & About with AGA - Roland Harley JH 
Tue 7 10:30 Thornbury Macular and Low Vision Support Group TMH 
Tue 7 19:30 Northavon Dolls House Club - 501 901 for details MH 
Mon 13 19:30 Alveston WI - Natural Health with Jetta Blumenthal JH 
Mon 20 19:00 Alveston Parish Council - Planning Committee JH 
Mon 20 19:30 Alveston Parish Council - Parish Council Meeting JH 
Wed 22 19:30 Alveston Local History Society Royal Palaces of Cheddar 
- John Page MC 
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LET’S BEAT COVID -19 


| know that it is problematic for many of our community to use 
the internet but if there is someone who can get you set up you 
can use Skype and Facetime etc to communicate with friends 


and relatives. 


You can interview older relatives online about their memories, or 
even write letters. Sign up to a family history database and work 
with your youngsters on family history, then scan photos and put 
together a photo-book with text using an online publisher. 


You can learn a new skill or brush up on an old one using 
Youtube and Facebook - photography, food growing, dog 
training, drawing and painting are a few | have lined up. Maybe 
playing an instrument. But not how to use a chainsaw! 


There are lots of educational resources online for children and 
young people. Futurelearn.com has loads of short courses 
produced by universities, accessible free. 


The body coach - Joe Wicks - and lots of others, including 
locals, are leading PE lessons and exercise classes online. 
Don’t sit down for too long, keep on the move. 


| don’t anticipate streets of singers as in Italy, But it is rather a 
good idea. 


DB 


SOUTH GLOUCESTERSHIRE OVER 50’S FORUM 


The second of the large Forums planned by the South Gloucestershire 
Over 50s Forum was held at the end of February at the Stoke Gifford 
Retirement Village. Information centred upon the proposed changes/ 
rises to adult care fees and charges outlined in the Council's online 
consultation which was about to end (17 March). The proposed 
changes for those who have to pay for their own adult social care (those 
with over £23,250 in savings) will affect new clients, but not anyone 
already using Council services. New users of dementia, learning 
disability and specialist day care will be charged £96.30 per day instead 
of one of the 3 different rates currently used and a charge of £295 one 
off arrangement free will be made with an annual charge of £75 for 
those choosing for the Local Authority to arrange their care. There were 
many comments and questions from the audience who were very 
concerned about the additional costs. 


Representatives of Sirona who have won a 10 year contract from April 
then spoke about their intention to provide integrated health provisions 
across Bath, North Somerset, Bristol and South Somerset. 


A large Forum on the subject of Housing in Later Life has also been 
planned for Friday 3 April at St Michael's Centre, Stoke Gifford (close to 
Parkway Railway Station) from 10 am for 10.30 am start until 12.45 pm. 
Discussions will cover such subjects as downsizing or equity release. 
The opening speaker will be Sue Adams who is the Chief Executive of 
Care and Repair England. There will also be a Market Place of 
organisations who can help and assist as well as give information. 


The South Gloucestershire’s Over 50s Forum’s AGM is due to be be 
held on Thursday 28 May at the Methodist Church, Badminton Road, 
Downend at 1.30 for a 2pm start until 4 pm. The guest speaker will be 
Dave Perry, CEO South Gloucestershire Council. 


Members can ask for transport to the April and May meetings. See our 
web site for details. All meetings are free with free refreshments for 
both members and non-members. Details of the next local meeting in 
Thornbury will shortly be found on the South Gloucestershire Over 50's 
Forum website: 


Website: http://southglosover50sforum.btck.co.uk/ 


The South Gloucestershire Over 50’s Forum is a charity whose mission 
is to represent the voice, profile, needs and interest of people over 50 in 
South Gloucestershire and to campaign for inclusion, justice, respect 
and recognition. Membership is free. Ask for a membership form or just 
come to a meeting. 
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Alveston Gardens 


UARY 2020 
Association ok 


Arare dry day seemed to have encouraged the members out to this month's 
meeting and we soon settled down to business. Our president, George 
Hargreaves had declined on our behalf, an invitation to get involved in a 
gardening exhibition at Thornbury Library. Roger Pickford could not attend 
the meeting but sent word to say that everything was organised for the trip 
to Cornwall. Only the seating plan for the coach remained to be done. 
George gave us a brief botany lesson on the difference between a primrose 
and a polyanthus. A primrose bears its’ flowers on one stem while a 
polyanthus has multiple flower stems. There were no gardeners’ questions 
and George's topical tip was to recommend visiting some of the gardens 
with snowdrops displays. His personal favourite is Colesbourne Park. 


We were then able to welcome Sue Dodds and Sue Smith to talk about their 
trip to the Pyrenees. They originally wanted to go on a specialist butterfly 
hunting holiday but that was cancelled for lack of support. They found an 
alternative holiday which focussed on the wildlife of the area based in a 
guest house owned and run by English people in Bareges in the Haute- 
Pyrenees. They flew from Stansted airport accompanied mostly by pilgrims 
going to Lourdes. Their hostess picked them up from the airport in Lourdes 
and they prepared themselves for an interesting and energetic week. 


Their first walk, just to familiarise themselves with the area was supposed 
to take about an hour but they were so interested in everything they saw it 
took nearer three and their hostess was beginning to worry that they had 
come to grief on the steep slopes. The weather was not too good but they 
were determined to enjoy themselves. Many of the flowers they saw were 
local variants of flowers found in Britain such as spike rampion, bee orchid 
and black-eyed primrose. To their great delight one of the other guests was 
a butterfly expert and they were able to learn something of what species 
they might be able to see and where to find them. The weather improved 
on the second day and they saw their first butterfly, a dappled white. 


The next day they went to the Jardin Botanique du Tourmalet. Opened in 
1996 it specialises in plants of the Haut Pyrenees. They were particularly 
taken with the elderflower orchid, a dark blue gentian, The pyrenean 
snakeshead fritillary and a viola cornuta. 


One thing they soon realised was that they were really a little bit early in the 
season to see the Haut Pyrenees at their best. The snow had only just 
gone, (in June), many flowers were not yet out and quite a few places of 
interest and restaurants were not yet open. However they were determined 
to enjoy themselves and the next day they set out on a minibus trip to Lac 
D'Orrec. There they had a real “feast” of butterflies and wildflowers. They 
saw a grizzled skipper, clouded yellow and sooty copper. 


There were pyrenean antirrhinums, mountain kidney vetch, swordleaved 
helleborines and burnt top orchids. They also saw a marmot on guard outside 
a burrow. 


By the last day of the holiday the weather had really warmed up. The 
unfertilised unploughed alpine meadows were rapidly coming into flower and 
they saw many more butterflies. The pearl bordered fritillary, queen of spain 
fritillary, batten blue, mazarin blue, chequered skipper and green veined white 
were all to be seen in the meadows. They also saw a family of griffin vultures 
and a lammegeier or bearded vulture while on a visit to the Pic du Midi 
observatory. Overall it was a very successful holiday in spite of one of the pair 
succumbing to a stomach bug late on in the stay. It was perhaps just as well 
that the weather in Britain delayed the plane they were to have taken. they had 
an extra night away and allowed the sufferer to recover more. 


FEBRUARY 2020 


History of the Severn Ferries 
Dr Naylor Firth 


The focus of this talk were the crossings at Old and New Passage 

From AD 43 Roman conquerors needed a ferry to access Caerleon and 
Caerwent. Crossings up river, such as at Arlingnhnam, were less important. 
From 1066 Normans crossed to Chepstow where they'd built a castle. 
From 12C Cistercians from Normandy crossed to Tintern Abbey. 

1579 Saxton's Map shows 2 crossings - from Aust (‘Old Passage’) and 
from Chiswell Pill near Pilning (“New Passage’). As did a 1766 map 
Charles | crossed at New Passage, chased by Roundheads. Royalist 
boatmen misled them and left them on a reef where they drowned, which 
led Cromwell to stop that ferry. It was restarted in 1718. 

18C ferry is pictured with passengers, horses and livestock. 

1734 Daniel Defoe wrote of the Aust Ferry to Beachley, as well as the 
bore, wind and rough passage which meant he went by road via 
Gloucester. 

1748 John Wesley didn’t cross at New Passage because of storms. He’d 
missed the Old Passage ferry so preached in Aust in snow and crossed 
later. 

1763 Bath Chronicle: John Palmer, theatrical entrepreneur took 
thespians ina red and black coach, the same colouring as mail coaches. 
He went to Bristol Docks to find out ferry times. 

1807 Thomas Pierce advertised Aust Tavern Old Passage for when it 
was impossible to cross. Entrepreneurs realised that hotels at Beachley 
and Aust would be lucrative. 
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BRICKWORK DEMOLITION - DRUMAGE ha 
DRIVEWAYS » FENCING » TURFING » DECKING 
PATIOS » PAVING » CONCRETE PADS 

TARMAC + RESIN BOUND SURFACING = 
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1825 the St Pierre steam packet used New Passage until 1831. 

1827 ‘The Cambrian’ describes Old Passage preparing for a steam vessel 
from London through Chippenham and Chipping Sodbury. Royal Mail traffic 
used both routes, operated by separate opposing ferry associations. Old 
Passage investment by the Duke of Beaufort (who had property in Monmouth) 
meant the more direct but more difficult route via New Passage declined. In 
1835 the Bristol Mercury reported that letters could be answered the same 
day. 

1839 The Aust ferry was lost. 10 people onboard drowned. William Crawshay 
Ill, from a S Wales iron mining family, missed the normal ferry and caught a 
horseboat. It capsized in a squall when the 8 horses stumbled. His body was 
found a week later at Lydney and a farmer's body travelled in the other 
direction. 

By 1859 iron hulled steamers ran hourly each way. 

1863 New Passage pier opened, designed by Brunel, linking to the railway. 
1886, Severn_Tunnel, from a point just S of New Passage, made the ferry 
redundant. The pier was dismantled, but beach, promenade and hotel 
remained popular with day trippers. 

Samuel Baldwin Rogers, iron manufacturer, proposed a bridge made from 
stone. 

1909f cars were carried from Pilning through the tunnel at the back of the 
train. 

1926 Enoch Williams, architect, built a 200 foot pier at Aust and launched a 
pleasure boat, the Silver Queen, the first motorised ferry for bikes and motor 
bikes. In 1927 a car was precariously loaded on as it was needed by a doctor 
1928 Aust Pier was damaged beyond repair. Williams formed a car ferry 
company. Princess Ida, built in Chepstow of oak from Sedbury Park near 
Beachley, carried 4 large and 6 small cars. (Enoch’s wife Ida launched it). 
Queues built up and for later arrivals there was no guaranteed crossing. 

1929 Western Daily Press reports proposals for a bridge resembling the Prince 
of Wales Bridge. 

1931 12 crossings on each tide, taking in total 60,000 cars until 1934. Enoch 
was a full time ferry operator. 

1934 Piers were enlarged. The 17-car Severn Queen was launched. Cars had 
to turn sharply off the ramp onto the ferry, then be turned on a manually 
operated turntable before being parked. The process was reversed for 
unloading. Ida gave Enoch this idea because she remembered her father 
taking her to an engine works where she'd seen a turntable. 

1935 Severn King launched. 

1940-45 Ferries carried 14,000 British and 30,000 US army vehicles. 

1945 Beachley Pier was built of stone but Aust was almost all wooden and 
collapsed in gales. Paratroopers built a Bailey bridge within 2 weeks. 

1950s Queen Elizabeth and Prince Phillip were hosted and a reception held 
at Beachley Pier. The Severn Princess, launched in Hull, arrived via Land's 
End. 

1966 The first of the road bridges was opened. 1967 the Severn Ferry 
Company was wound up. 
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EXTEMSIONS - ALTERATIONS | 
MAINTENANCE - REPAIRS 
BRICK & STONE WORK 
PLASTERING - CARPENTRY 
ROOFING : DECORATING 
UPVC WINDOWS & FASCIAS 
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ST HELEN’S SCHOOL NEWS 


The school was visited by OFSTED in December and a judgement of 
Outstanding given. We were particularly delighted with the first line of the 
report: ‘Flying High’ is the vision that sits at the heart of St Helen's 
Primary School. Leaders, staff and governors are highly ambitious for all 
pupils.’ Flying High is our vision for all our children and we hope that we 
instil in them a love of learning and desire to be the best that they can be 
and aim to Fly High. Here are some of the amazing things that we have 
been doing in school over the last month. 


Cherry Class te for WaterAid’ As part of their topic ‘What is fair?’, 
children in Cherry class (EYFS) have been looking at the supply of water 
around the world and raising awareness of how some children aren't as 
lucky as us and can't rou turn ona tap for their water. Some children walk 
an average of 3.7 miles each day to collect clean water. To bali with the 
understanding of the topic the children took part in a walk to Mrs 
Woolford's house in Alveston, with a small bucket, to collect water and 
bring it back to school. Thank you to their family and friends for 
sponsoring them - they raised an incredible £549 for WaterAid. 


Over the last few weeks we have had two school trips, the introduction of 
certificates for NumBots in KS1 and our new KS1 reading challenge. Also, 
teachers have been working in each other's classrooms to learn from each 
other, to help ensure our Maths teaching is the best it can possibly be. 
Last month I had the pleasure of accompanying the Year 1 and 2 children 
to Noah's Ark Zoo Farm in Wraxall, 


as they looked to develop their 
knowledge of animals and their 
habitats. Throughout the day 
what struck me most was the 
children’s thirst for learning and 
how well they represented our 
school and our ‘Flying High’ values. 
These ‘Fl Hg High’ values were 
also seen fol owing the Year 5 and 
6 trip to the Armstrong Hall in 
Thornbury to watch Macbeth, 
when I was delighted to receive 
an email praising the behaviour 
and manners of our children. One 
helper on the trip — said 
‘Sometimes I am still blown away 
by the children’s natural 
politeness’ which is delightful to 
hear. 
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MEMORIAL 
WOODLANDS 


BRITTGL 


Funeral Directors 
and Cemetery 


Unhurried, individually-crafted 
services for 
Cremations & Burials 


admin@memorialwoodlands.com 


01454 414 999 
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School News contd 


Into the Light" exhibition celebrating 
Candlemas 


Well done Year 3 children who produced 

beautiful pieces of art for the 

Candlemas Service at St Helen's Church. 

They worked incredibly hard with 

several local artists to produce lovely 
lanterns. 


Letter from the Department for Education 

Last week we were delighted to receive a letter from the Minister 
of State for School Standards, the Rt Hon Nick Gibb MP, 
congratulating us on our KS2 results. Our progress scores from 
results last year (the progress children make from KS1 to the end 
of KS2) put St Helen's in the in the 
country. A fantastic achievement. 


Girls’ Football Team 

Well done to the girls’ football team who made it through to the 
third round of the Cup after a very exciting 3-1 win on penalties v 
Mangotsfield Primary. This was after a great match which saw the 
ie winning 4-2 with only 5 minutes left, before finally drawing 4- 

. A special mention to Evie R in Year 4 who scored all 4 goals! 

STOP THE PRESS: The Girls have just played their quarter final 
game and sadly lost 4-0 but a huge well done to the team. 


Global Curriculum: 
As eal of our partnership with St Mary's Primary school in Yate, 
we have looked at the design and intent of our curriculum and have 
built our new curriculum around a Brave Change markers concept, 
where children think about how they can make a difference in 
school and the wider community. Our Global Curriculum Theme for 
this term across the whole school is Social Justice, where 
throughout our curriculum topics and lessons we weave in key 
questions such as “What does fairness mean?" and “What does it 
mean to be treated unfairly?”. The children will discuss the global 
theme, at an appropriate age related level, alongside their 
curriculum objectives. 
The children look forward to showing their amazing work to Friends 
ae ee at our next Curriculum Showcase event at the end of 
erm 4. 
Kelvin Chappell Head of School. 


35 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY HELMET 


On the front cover of this 
month’s 500" edition we have a 
mosaic of the Helmet, displayed 
in the Methodist Church, and a 
Methodist minister's thoughts 
from the 50" edition to remind 
us of the origins of the 
magazine. John Dyer 
established the Helmet and 
was its editor for the formative 
years. He took up the banner 
again in April 1990 but | don’t 
know how long for. For some 
time a ‘John Dyer Award was 
presented to Alveston folk who 
had served the village in a 
voluntary capacity 


In 1971 Charles Poole won a 
competition to name _ the 
publication now known = as 
HELMET because it is a 
collaboration between the St 
HELen’s and METhodist 
churches. In 1975 his son 
Geoffery won the ‘design a logo’ 
competition. Geoffrey drew the 
underlying design for the 
mosaic shown on the _ front 
cover, apparently 
commissioned by Joan Nunn in 
memory of her mother. One for 
each church was_ beautifully 
mosaiced by a local elderly 
gentleman. The choice of the 
Helmet has added symbolism. 
St Paul’s letter to the Ephesians 
includes the helmet of salvation 
as part of the full armour of God. 
It protects our thoughts from the 
lies of the enemy and gives 
assurance of salvation. 


The cover shown here was the 
design used for 20 years. 
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The book swap 
phone box is being 
quite well used and 
IS Now well equipped 
with a variety of 
reading materials 


Parish Council information can 
currently be found at https:// 
alveston.org/alveston/alveston-parish- 
council with regular updates. Please 
visit the website for all the latest 
information. 

Contact Alveston Parish Council on: 
01454 413550 

email: clerk@alvestonpc.co.uk 
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_ DID, YOU KNOW,2,2,220ee 


If you have a Septic Tank, Treatment Plant or 
Cesspit at your property, it requires an 
empty/de-sludge at least once a year as 
recommended by the environment agency. 


REGULAR EMPTIES ONCE A ure: 
YEAR CAN AVOID PROBLEMS 7 , 
WITH TANKS BACKING UP eam resd 
AND OVERFLOWING. — 


Unit 6 Hydro Estate, St Andrews Rood, Avonmouth, Bristol, B51 9H5 
South Gloucester: 01454 777 883 
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CATS (CLIMATE ACTION THORNBURY AND SURROUNDINGS) 


is a part of Sustainable Thornbury and was formed in response to the 
October 2018 report of the IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change) which told the world of the need to become Carbon Neutral within 
just a few years if we are to ward off the worst impacts of climate change. 


We in CATS believe it should be possible for Thornbury and all the 
surrounding areas to become carbon neutral by 2030 if we act now. All of 
us will have a part to play, as individuals and as associates of the 
companies we work for, the institutions we study at and the clubs and 
societies we participate in. 


CATS is starting to work with local government, businesses, community 
groups and other organisations to develop projects that will contribute to a 
carbon neutral future. Projects will enable reductions in carbon emissions 
and also increased biodiversity of wildlife. 


Meanwhile we are currently holding monthly educational meetings open to 
the public (optional £1.00 donation for room hire) on climate solution 
issues. They will usually be at the Chantry in Thornbury but in April we will 
be out and about with meetings in Alveston (St Helen's Church on Monday 
the 20th) and Olveston (Olveston Methodist Hall on Wednesday the 22nd.) 


Both meetings will start at 7.30pm. We will tell people what CATS is trying 
to achieve and find out how we can fit in with initiatives already going on in 
the villages. If you can't make the meeting for your village, you will be very 
welcome to turn up at the other one. 


In May we will be back in Thornbury on Monday 11th for another themed 
evening, when we hope to have a talk by Wessex Water on sewerage as 
part of an ongoing Waste theme. 


Previous themed meetings have been held on local biodiversity (Feb 20 ) 
and how the local councils work (March 20). You can see a report from 
the Feb 20th meeting on our website under 'Who We Are/Our Meetings 
and from now on we will add in reports from all the meetings. 


For further information and details of the next meetings contact 
cats@sustainablethornbury.org; www.sustainablethornbury.org 
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mobile : OF7 15) 705 670 


Children’s Day Nurseries 
Full and part-time childcare 


Open 51 weeks/year B-00em" tl s:eopm 
Large Indoor and outdoor play space 


Hursery Education Grant funded 
All Childcare Vouchers accepted 
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AXLVESTON ALLOTMENTS && 


We were relieved to find that the storms in late February had caused 
little damage to the allotment plots, although a few sheds had some 
of the roof felt ripped off. 


However, a tall Apple tree in the corner by plot 21 was blown over 
onto the neighbouring garden! We had suspected for some time that 
this tree was dying as it had not produced any apples for a couple of 
years and was getting increasingly covered in ivy. It can now be seen 
that the whole trunk had become rotten and hollow! This may be just 
as well - as if the trunk had been solid it could have caused a lot more 
damage! We were grateful for the prompt action of the Parish Council 
in organising tree surgeons to clear it, and there is now a pile of logs 
and an interesting stump which we hope will serve as home for 
wildlife. See. y= ny 


? = 


March is traditionally one of the busiest months of the year and 
hopefully we will have seen drier weather and the allotments will 
have become a hive of activity as plot holders get on with sowing and 
planting crops such as potatoes, peas and broad beans, and root 
crops including parsnips, carrots and beetroot. 


If you would be interested in joining us and would like to put your 
name down for a plot please email clerk@alvestonpc.co.uk and/or 
alveston.allotments@gmail.com There may be a short waiting list. 


41 


Please pr or call for enquiries to : 
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Berkeley, Glos Lt 3 9PL T: 01454 418 341 M: 07817 304 236 


t |: 01 453 81 0 31 A (a ute iz the Li i st aicleaning All types of aerial and satellite work undertaken including: 
e i We ort ey oun, * Digital aerial installaE ons 
| waew. applegates.co.uk ~ i = 2 >a; oh a t Aroowerw . RecepEon problems 
J a on ma) * Addi onal room feeds 
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= f i F * SeC ngu tunin 
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FROM THE HELMET ARCHIVES 
51, Feb 1975 Parish Profile, John Dyer by Graham Patrick 


In July 1970, just before | came to Thornbury, | received a letter from a person called 
John Dyer, saying he had been asked to edit a new monthly newsletter sponsored 
by the Methodist Church in Alveston, and asking me to send an article for it. Last 
month that newsletter, having grown in size and become a joint Anglican-Methodist 
venture, reached its 50th edition. Its success and development owes a great deal to 
John Dyer, who has just retired as the Methodist co-editor. 


John was born and brought up in a little village called Perranwell, near Truro. His 
parents belonged to a small but active Methodist church, his father was his Sunday 
School teacher and the church had a good youth club. John attended the same day 
school and church as a girl called Betty, who is now his wife! This Cornish Methodist 
upbringing had a deep and permanent influence on them both. After National 
Service in Malta John trained as a teacher. Most of his teaching career has been 
spent in the Bristol area, first at Patchway High School then after a spell in Salisbury, 
returning to Filton. When this became Filton High School in 1969 John was 
appointed a housemaster. He finds this satisfying work and especially welcomes the 
opportunity for counselling which it offers. 


Since coming to Alveston in 1967 John and Betty have been very involved in 
Methodist Church life. John has been a Junior Church teacher for several years and 
is now both a Church Steward and a Property Steward and Leader of the Junior 
Church Club. The church owes a great deal to his energy and enthusiasm. He was 
a founder member of Thornbury Operatic Society, is a keen brass player, and has 
numerous other hobbies and interests. Looking back on his years with Helmet John 
feels very happy that it has become a joint church magazine for he is an enthusiastic 
supporter of Christian Unity. He admits being editor has been "jolly hard work", but 
many people have spoken appreciatively of John's practical and down-to-earth 
editorials. Always they have shown that positive and hopeful approach to life which 
is so characteristic of him. As he lays down his editorial pen (with some relief, no 
doubt!) we express our, deep gratitude to him for the inspiration and help he has 
given us through the pages of "Helmet". 
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14 Warlch on Chess, Washer Stoke 


THORNBURY LIBRARY If you register 
your card for our Open Access System, 


ay 
and attend an induction, you'll be able 
to access library facilities any day OVENCLEA N 
throughout the week. You can borrow original oven ing special 
and return books and use _ the -— tating = 


computers. Please speak to a member Ovenclean will 
ices transform your oven 


A 15 minute lapse will occur Hage 
between staff closing Eme and put sparkle back 


and Open Access starE ng into your kitchen! 
Local, friendly, 
Mistdiay  G0am-s sOpR professional, reliable 
Wednesday 9.30am-5.30pm Eco-friendly cleaning, 
Friday 9.30am-8.30pm no fumes, no mess 
atuigey Senay e eden Call Myles on 07557 110 932 
OPEN ACCESS (Unstaffed) or 0117 969 5228 
Everyday 8.00am — 7.30pm ee 
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We have a request for issues 157 — 

177 (about 1985-87) and 180-209 NOTICEBOARS 
Hed If you are self-isolating, | can help. (1988 to end 1990) and. 233-255 

(April 1993-June 1995) if anyone has Helmet dates 2020 
My name 1s a store in their loft. We collate/deliver on the LAST 
Tuesday of each month 


NOTE excepE on is June 2 
instead of May 26th 


We need your articles by the 1* of th 
month preceding publication. Send t 


If you are self-isolating due to COVID-191| can help with: The deadline is the 1* of the 


previous month. We are sEll 


alvestonmag@gmail.com 


[_] Picking up shopping Posting mail 


[_] A friendly phone call | ] Urgent supplies Or post to ‘Helmet Magazine’, | taking our usual breaks for 


Beech Close, Alveston, BS35 3NH. August and January 
Just callor text me and I’lldo my best to help you (for free!) 


aa ; ; Deadlines — MAY edition: Wed 
Coronavirus is contagious. Please take every precaution to ensure you are i E s % 
spreading only kindness. Avoid physical contact (2m distance). Wash your April. Please be aware that this maya EdiE on Deadline CollaEon 
hands regularly. Items should be left on your doorstep. IEEE go ahead in print format. 


May APRIL 1 online ediE on? 
JUNE edition: Wed 1* May f 


distribuF on by Wed 3 June Hane Ie deh See 
July JUNE 1 JUNE 30 
Sept AUG 1 AUG 25 
Oct SEPT 1 SEPT 29 
j June ediAon will Nov OCT 1 OCT 27 


Please note — our 


nd 
t be collated unAJ Tuesday 2 
If you are self-isolating due to COVID-191 can help with: no oper By Wed 3rd. 
elive 
[_] Picking up shopping [_] Posting mail June for = 
inni June 
[ | A friendly phone call [ Urgent supplies News for the beginning IE - ; 
° 4 pri 
Just callor text me and I’lldo my best to help you (for free!) will need to be sent in by 
for our May ediAon. 
Coronavirus is contagious. Please take every precaution to ensure you are 
spreading only kindness. Avoid physical contact (2m distance). Wash your 


hands regularly. Items should be left on your doorstep. JP RaIEEREEEEE 
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CONTENTS this month include 


A leNer from Methodist minister, 
Simon, with a relevant prayer, pg 3 
The Methodist Church news with some 
local history, pg 11 

Report from the WI on their visit from 
a local arFst, pg 18 

The Easter Egg TradiF on, pg 19 
Report from the repair café, pg 20 

S Glos Over 50s Forum update, pg 27 
Plants from the Pyrenees, pg 28 

The Severn Ferries, pg 29 

News from St Helen’s School, pg 33 
Helmet archives, pg 36, 44 

CATS climate acFon group, pg 39 
Alveston Allotments update, pg 41 


Some flyers for contacF ng neighbours 
if not already done, pg 46. 


Many events — no doubt to be 
cancelled. 
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